Production of plasminogen activator in a melanoma cell line.
A melanoma cell line (Bowes) was found to produce plasminogen activator even on its growing phase, and the rate of plasminogen activator production was rather constant. The production of plasminogen activator was proportional to the cell number. Morphologically, no specific features for plasminogen activator production were seen. Plasminogen activator was observed in the lysate of this cell line only when the cell number was large. The extracellular plasminogen activator activity was higher than the intracellular plasminogen activator activity, suggesting the existence of a secretion mechanism for the plasminogen activator.